
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 

RECTORY/Parish Office 973.325.0110 LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG    
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange 

Sunday, August 18, 2024 – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our 
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and 
proclaim our Catholic faith.  We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family 
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community. 
 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule @ Main Church 
Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or          
anytime by appointment 

 
Weekday Morning Mass 

Monday – Friday 
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH 

Monday 8:30 am Mass  
with Miraculous Medal Novena 

Served By:          

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor 
Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee 
Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee 
 

RECTORY/Parish Office:  973.325.0110  
Fax:  973.325.9105 
Email:   ollwonj@verizon.net 
Website:   lourdeswestorange.org  
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)  
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110  
Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

Religious Education 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12) 
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110 
Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org 
Religious Education 
Administrative Assistant 
Rhea Catarroja  973.325.0110 ext. 102 
Email: rhea.catarroja@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month.  Parents are 
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY. 
 
Sacrament of the Sick 
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY 
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in 
advance of their wedding.  Please call RECTORY for an 
appointment with a priest. 
 
First Friday 
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  There is 1st Friday Adoration during the “Fall” 
months of September, October, November and December and the 
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June. 
 
Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop 

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase 
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment. 
Contact RECTORY. 
 
New Parishioners  
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes.  Please register at RECTORY 
or call for registration forms. 
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suggested it — he changed his mind. All of this was to remind the 
congrega on that prayer does have impact.  

The pew creaked as Father leaned back, “Prayer is a conversa on. 
If you’re in a conversa on with someone and you’re thinking of 
how you can manipulate someone’s response, well, that’s not 
really a conversa on — it’s a script.” His voice echoed, bouncing 
off the empty pews and then back to me. I thought of all the mes 
I presented God with a manuscript of exactly how the story of my 
life was going to go. 

“It’s hard for us not to approach prayer like that. We all do it. But 
God s ll works with us. At a certain early level in prayer, the 
switch is either off or on — we either feel totally in sync with God 
because we’re ge ng what we want or we’re high and dry be-
cause we’re not ge ng what we want.” 

Bingo. 

I realized I had been looking at the Wedding at Cana all wrong. I 
was focusing too much on Jesus changing his mind and not 
enough on Mary’s role in the whole scene. Perhaps one of the 
most important words to come out of this en re passage is 
Mary’s, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). This is directed 
towards the servants at the wedding, but her words resonate to 
all children of God, especially since she is the Mother of the 
Church. She tells us to do whatever her Son tells us to. These 
words also reflect her fiat at the Annuncia on; a complete surren-
dering of her will and she encourages us to do the same at the 
Wedding. 

Father folded his hands and con nued, “When asking God, ‘can I 
please have this?’ we should exhibit the same trust of Jesus at 
Gethsemane when he said ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I, would have 
it’” (Ma hew 26:39). Christ’s complete trust on the cross is cer-
tainly a sobering wakeup call a er you’ve been moping around 
because of not ge ng a job. 

For so long, I viewed life as a ba le of the wills. My will vs. God’s. I 
always felt like I was at unfair disadvantage because, well, God is 
God. This perspec ve warped my mind into believing the whole 
purpose of my life is to be bossed around by God. I gri ed my 
teeth whenever I said I was open to His will while simultaneously 
praying against it. 

But in this life, we’re hardly forced into anything. We’re actually 
allowed to make any decision we want in life, even if it’s not 
what’s best for us. But God doesn’t watch us like rats in a maze, 
desperately searching for happiness like cheese. When we start 
going down one path, He offers us opportunity a er opportunity 
to find Him again. Some mes that opportunity means personal 
growth through redemp ve suffering. 

 (PASTOR COLUMN con nued on Page 4) 

Dear Brothers & Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
I share with you this article / reflection based from 
National Catholic Register:   

(Source: h ps://www.ncregister.com/blog/does-god
-change-his-mind-when-we-pray) 

Title: Does God Change His Mind When We 
Pray?  Author: Lillian Fallon    March 29, 2019   
[ABRIDGED] 

“The more you are afflicted, the more you should exult, be-
cause a soul in the fire of tribula on will become refined 
gold...” —Padre Pio    

Last summer, I was tempted to give up on praying to God. 

Up to that point, my life felt like a Looney Tunes cartoon 
and I was Bugs Bunny trying to escape a haunted house full 
of closed doors that just led to more closed doors. Every 
a empt at finding employment was met with rejec on and 
no ma er how many novenas I prayed to get work, God just 
held up a sign that said, “Wrong way.” 

I thought, “Why bother praying when God does what he 
thinks is best anyway?” 

This ques on always floats to the forefront of my mind 
when my prayers seem to fall upon deaf ears. But haven’t 
many of us secretly wondered this? We’re told to pray un-
ceasingly, but do our prayers have any real sway? In one 
breath we’re told, “Ask and ye shall receive” and “Surrender 
to divine providence.” 

If a family member gets horribly sick but then they get 
be er, it’s because God listened to your prayers.  

A couple months ago, the priest at Mass gave a homily on 
the Wedding at Cana. It was one of those homilies where 
your ears perk up and you can almost hear God say, “This 
one’s for you, kid.” 

In the homily the priest addressed the topic of whether 
prayer requests can cause God to change His mind. In this 
scene of Christ’s first public miracle, Mary says to her son, 
“They have no wine” (John 2: 3). In reply, Jesus says, “O 
woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has not   
yet come’” (John 2:4). Yet, He changes the water into wine. 
The priest explained that Jesus ini ally had no inten on of 
changing the water into wine, but because His mother     
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Mass Readers Eucharis c Ministers  

5:3 0 pm       Andrew Novoa Judy Albore 
Eileen Reilly (choir) 

 

7:30 am MaryEllen Chandler Bless Bernardo  

9:30 am  JoAnn Melhorn Espie Cain  

11:30 am 
 

Julie Okeke Virginia Dimapilis  

 SATURDAY, 17 AUGUST 
5:30 pm  

 
John J. Buoye 

SUNDAY, 18 AUGUST  
                 7:30 am   
                 9:30 am 

 
11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Deceased Members of the Pflug & 
Napolitano Families 
John Kunz 

MONDAY, 19 AUGUST 
              8:30 am    

 
Kathleen Duff 

TUESDAY  20 AUGUST 
8:30 am  

 
Barbara Clifford 

WEDNESDAY, 21 AUGUST 
8:30 am 

 
John Mooney 

THURSDAY, 22 AUGUST          
8:30 am 

 
Raymond  Dauch  

FRIDAY,  23 AUGUST  
         8:30 am 

 
James Flaherty 

SATURDAY, 24 AUGUST   
          5:30 pm 

 
John Mooney 

SUNDAY, 25 AUGUST 
                 7:30 am  
                 9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Gloria Werner  
Keith Hari 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Jerry Baresich 
Robert Santangello 

 
If you wish to have a friend or loved one 

prayed for, please call the Rectory at            
973-325-0110. 

SUNDAY, 18  AUGUST 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

MONDAY, 19  AUGUST 
8:30 am 

 

Miraculous Medal Novena    
following 8:30 am Mass on 
Monday.   

 

Daily Mass will be held   
Monday thru Friday of 
each week in church.                                     

THURSDAY, 22 AUGUST 
10:00 am 

 
 

7:00 pm 

 
Deadline for News, &         
Announcements for the     
Sept. 1 Bulle n.  Call the 
Rectory at  973-325-0110. 
Parent Mtg. G. 1-5  (Hall) 

SATURDAY,  24 AUGUST 
4:15—5:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

                 
Confessions in Church 
Mass 

SUNDAY,  25 AUGUST 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

TUESDAY, 20 AUGUST 
7:00 pm 

 
Teachers’ Mtg. G. 1-5  
(Hall) 

PARISH GIVING 
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY  2024 

    WEEKLY GOAL          $ 6800 
    Collection*: 8/3-4*   $ 4869 
    Deficit:    $ 1931 
   *Includes Online Giving Weekly Average Deposit 

                       
 For Your Stewardship of 

Time, Talent and Treasure. 
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(PASTOR COLUMN con nued from Page 2 

Celebra ng excellence for over 100 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We invite you to our OPEN HOUSE 
EVENTS on Sunday, September 29, 

2024 from 1-3 pm., and on Thursday,                  
October 24, 2024 from 6-8 pm.                                                                            

 Oratory Prep is located at:                      
425 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ 

We ask that you register to attend on 
our website under the Admissions 

tab. For further information, call    
908-273-1084, ext. 1 or visit us at 

www.oratoryprep.org. 

Like all sin, it boils down to pride and the belief that we know 
what’s best for us. We see ourselves as personal gods and to 
our limited two dimensional view, we aren’t able to see what is 
truly best for us or the reason behind the crosses we’re given 
for our salva on. God’s greatest crea on is that good can come 
from bad, but it’s always our choice to choose the good. When 
we stop trying to change God, we surrender and allow for real 
graces to make real change in our lives. 

Like Mary, when we present our desires or needs before God, 
we should have already surrendered and accepted his will   
regardless of the answer. It’s when we’re in this state of grace 
that we’re able to ask the right ques ons and able to receive 
God’s answer. 

In Christ’s Peace                                                                                  
Father Jim Ferry 
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                                   2024 Retreat Date 

September 20-22, 2024 

For more details, please call  Cheryl Riley, Director of 
the Respect Life Office, Archdiocese of Newark at 

973.497.4350 

Or, via email at cheryl.riley@rcan.org 

A Safe Place To Renew, Rebuild & Redeem Hearts Broken By  Abor on. 

Join us as Fridays Gives Back by partnering with    
The Knights of Columbus, Council 5529, a valuable 
organiza on in our community. 
 

All Thursdays in August (Aug 1, Aug 8, Aug 15, Aug 22, Aug 29) 

From 11 am to 1 am 

TGI Fridays West Orange 

495 Prospect Ave, West Orange, NJ  07052 

Dine in or Pick Up To Go from TGI Fridays during the event hours 
(11am—1am) 

Men on this ad or present this flyer and 20% of your check will be 
donated to The Knights of Columbus, Council 5519. 

Join us and TGI Fridays to Give Back and  
Impact our Community. 

 



OUR LADY OF LOURDES  -  AUGUST 18,  2024 

 5
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church                                 
One Eagle Rock Avenue                                         
West Orange, NJ  07052                         
973.325.0110   LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG 



VISION WORLD

Prescriptions 
Filled 973-736-0553

We have moved our store to

Roseland Eye Care
178 Eagle Rock Avenue

Roseland, NJ 07068

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
•  Personal Injury
•  Workers’ Compensation
•  Social Security DisabilityCertified By the Supreme Court of New JerSey

AS A workerS’ CompeNSAtioN LAw AttorNey

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

WET BASEMENT?

 
   

  
   

  
   

 
   

Offering quality
service for over  

55 years.

Best Electrician
11-Time Winner 

(Lic#16744)Free Estimates
973-325-3626

www.OharaElectric.com

973-325-1212 
 Darren T. Dangler www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. Dangler
 Manager - n.J. Lic. no. 4004 ~ Spacious Parking ~ Director - n.J. Lic. no. 3992

Family
Owned

Family
Operated

Serving All Faiths
Professional, Personal Service

Pre-Arrangements, 
Traditional Services & Cremations

Dangler Funeral Home of West Orange

Essex Green
The Complete Service Center 
For Foreign & Domestic Cars

151D (CK) • Our Lady of Lourdes Church • West Orange, NJ       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836  

(973) 325-9808
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Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

402 PROSPECT AVE., W. ORANGE

In the United States, 
one in nine people
face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Call or go online  
to get free,  

confidential help  
for suspected  

poisonings.

poison.org

Join a memory
research study at 
Kessler Foundation.

Are you 60 or older and having 
trouble with your memory?

Call 973-324-8393 to learn more!
You will be paid for your time.


