OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052

RECTORY /Parish Office 973.325.0110

LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG

n Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange
Sunday, April 27, 2025 - Sunday of Divine Mercy

Served By:

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor

Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee

Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee

RECTORY/Parish Office: 973.325.0110
Fax: 973.325.9105

Email: ollwonj@verizon.net

Website: lourdeswestorange.org
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

ﬁ\/lass Schedule @ Main Church\

Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm

Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or
anytime by appointment

Weekday Morning Mass
Monday - Friday
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH
Monday 8:30 am Mass
with Miraculous Medal Novena

Sacrament of Baptism

Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month. Parents are
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY.

Sacrament of the Sick
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital.

Sacrament of Marriage

Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in
advance of their wedding. Please call RECTORY for an
appointment with a priest.

First Friday

Religious Education
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110

Email: Priscillacastro@Ilourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12)
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110

Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education

Administrative Assistant

Rosa Cruz 973.325.0110 ext. 102
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org

5:30 pm —7:30 pm. There is 1* Friday Adoration during the “Fall”
months of September, October, November and December and the
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June.

Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment.
Contact RECTORY.

New Parishioners
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes. Please register at RECTORY
or call for registration forms.

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and
proclaim our Catholic faith. We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community.
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - APRIL 27, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes,

In Christian paintings and frescoes, Mary of
Magdala, also known as Mary Magdalene - is
frequently portrayed as weeping and in being in
tears. We read in the Gospel that Mary Magdalene
“stood crying outside the tomb [of Jesus].” (John
20:11).

In addition to this visual notoriety, Mary Magda-
lene has also become immortalized, vocally, in
everyday speech. Due to the frequent depiction of
her sadness, the name and figure of
“Magdalene” (French, “Madeleine”) has become
associated with an emotional state. In English, the
name “Magdalene” became “maudlin” and means,

in everyday parlance, “overly sentimental.”

It would be cruel to condemn Mary Magdalene or
any of other disciples as simply being down in the
dumps after the Passion and Death of our Savior. It
would be similarly harsh to reject anyone for whom
grief is now overwhelming. All of us need time to

process and to pray.

I point this out, not just to share the origin of
“maudlin” as an adjective.

I share because Mary Magdalene is also a model of

courage and conviction.

On Easter Sunday, we read from John’s Gospel
(John 20:1-9) in which Mary Magdalene rises at
dawn to go to the tomb of our Savior. We might
say that the prerequisites - the prerequisites -- of
suffering and crucifixion have been satisfied while
the students (disciples) have been “off campus” ...
in hiding. Mary Magdalene goes to the them with
the Good News of the Resurrection.

The darkness of suffering and crucifixion have

preceded the light of resurrection.

The darkness is over - the darkness and suffering
and death - have already served their purposes.
Jesus is no longer in the dark.

The darkness and the light are part of the lessons -
and realities of our lives.

Darkness and light are in the life of the Magdalene,
of Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene represents us
as a believer and as a mourner, as one who is griev-
ing.

Isn’t it true at a time of grief - a time of death of a
beloved person - that darkness is hard to overcome?

Grief - and sorrow - comprise a journey - physically
or figuratively - to consider both the life and death
of someone.

Grief is also the process that enables us to express
great love and gratitude, while professing our faith

in eternal life and in a reunion in heaven.

Mary Magdalene is such a mourner one who is
aware of death but also moving closer to new life.
She wakes up very early to get there, to begin this
journey.

The darkness and light are part of the lessons - and
realities of our lives. This is true in our studies and

work.

The darkness of 11:00 pm or 5:00 am may be neces-
sary to complete the prerequisites of pain and suffer-
ing of academics.

We may stay up late or rise early, going contrary to
the patterns of others.

Sometimes, we seek out the darkness as a rare time
of peace and quiet. The darkness provides precious

time to concentrate.
Yet, the darkness is meant to lead us into the light.

That is, our ultimate objective - in work - is not
simply the acquisition of more gifts or even more
talents for their own sake. Rather, we are acquiring
money, talent, wealth ... so that these can be shared
with our families, with our loved ones, or for other

loving purposes.

(PASTOR COLUMN continued on Page 4)
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SATURDAY, 26 APRIL
5:30 pm

Anthony Strollo

SUNDAY, 27 APRIL
7:30 am

9:30 am

11:30 am

People of the Parish
Joan & Louis Papale
Deacon Ernest Abad (11th Ann.)

SUNDAY, 27 APRIL
8:00—3:00 pm
7:30 am

9:30 am
10:30—11:30 am
11:30 am

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
TT Gift Pick up (HALL)
Mass

Mass

1st Comm. Class (Chapel)
Mass

MONDAY, 28 APRIL
8:30 am

Michael & Matilda O’Boyle

TUESDAY, 29 APRIL
8:30 am

John Douglas Pflug, Sr.

WEDNESDAY, 30 APRIL
8:30 am

Kathy Zmich

MONDAY, 28 APRIL
8:30 am

Miraculous Medal Novena
following 8:30 am Mass on

Monday.
5:30—6:30 pm

Daily Mass will be held
Monday thru Friday of each
week in church.

1st Comm. (G. 6-12) OLLC

THURSDAY, 1 MAY
8:30 pm

Rodolfo Banaag

FRIDAY, 2 MAY
8:30 pm

Crispo Bunoan, Sr.

THURSDAY, 1 MAY
10:00 am

Deadline for News &
Announcements for the
May 11th Bulletin. Call the
Rectory at 973-325-0110

SATURDAY, 3 MAY
5:30 pm

Edward J. Ford Il (5th Ann.)

FRIDAY, 2 MAY
5:30—7:00 pm

1st Friday Adoration

SUNDAY, 4 MAY
7:30am
9:30am

11:30 am

People of the Parish
Catherine Del Plato
Millie Cassidy & Michael O’Boyle

WEEKLY GOAL

Deficit:

Collection*: 4-12/4-13, 2025*

PARISH GIVING
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 2024
$ 6800
$ 5688
$1,112

*Includes Online Giving Weekly Average

For Your Stewardship of
Time, Talent and Treasure.

SATURDAY, 3 MAY
3:00—5:30 pm
4:15—5:00

5:30 pm

5:30 pm

Family Catechesis (Hall)
Confessions in Church
Mass

Catholic Cemeteries

SUNDAY, 4 MAY
7:30 am

9:00 am

9:30 am

9:30 am—12:30 pm

11:30 am

Mass

Rosary Recitation (OLLC)
Mass

G. 7-12 (OLLC) (HALL)
Confirmation Retreat
“Only for 2025 Class”
Mass

Catholic Cemeteries At All Masses

MAY 3-4, 2025

This week’s Bread & Wine, a gift from Rosa Cruz is in
memory of VICTOR CARRION.

This week’s Sanctuary Candle, a gift from Bernadette
Igwagu—BLESSINGS FOR WEDDING OF VIVIAN

IGWAGU & FRANCIS OKEZIE

Mass Lectors Eucharistic Ministers
5:30 pm | Pat Sigalas Judy Albore

Eileen Reilly (C)
7:30 am Mary Cassels Sister James Soon
9:30am | Kathy Petrillo Myrna Regino
11:30 am | Wendy Sheyka Virginia Dimapilis
(Choir) Wendy Sheyka (C)

Prayers Needed

Judy Bernarducci
James Cunningham
Larry Gomes
Langan Family

Beverly McAllister
Robert Santangello
Pio Tortola

If you wish to have a friend or loved one
prayed for, please call the Rectory at

973-325-0110.
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Pastor Column continued from Page 2

Taken to the extreme, I think we have all witnessed
what wealth, and fame and power can do to some
people. Wealth and power are good things which
enable us to love and to give. They are not, how-

ever, our ultimate objective.

In our Catholic tradition, we learn this. Cardinal
John Henry Newman reminds us that we work not
only for the spotlight ... but also sometimes in dark-
ness where only God can see us. If we only want the
fame... we may not be where God wants us to be:

“[often many of us will | measure happiness by
wealth; and by wealth they measure respectability...
It is a homage resulting from a profound faith...
that with wealth [we / you and I] may do all
things.” (CCC Catechism 1723, John Henry
Newman)

We have however a different light and power
sources in our faith in Jesus -- “[teaching us] that
true happiness is not found in riches or well-being,
in human fame or power, or in any human achieve-
ment -- however beneficial it may be -- such as
science, technology and art, or indeed in any
creature, but in God alone, the source of every
good and of all love” (CCC Catechism 1723)

Easter Sunday, Jesus has risen from the tomb. He
invites us into the light so that we can dwell in
daylight.

Mary Magdalene, as a model, has risen early also -

at Zero Dark Thirty to discover the Risen Lord.

This gospel reading calls us to pray over, to medi-
tate on, our fears, our struggles, our hopes and
joys... and our sinfulness. Bring it to the tomb -
early -- so that we might die and rise with him and
come into the daylight where he also has gone
ahead of us.

Blessed Easter Season to you and yours.
In Christ’s Peace,

Father Jim Ferry

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1ST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

May 2, 2025
5:30-7:30 pm in Church
Join Ug!

Jesus is waiting for You!

Please visit our Peace & Good Corner to
see our selection of First Holy Communion &
Confirmation Cards and religious gifts. The gift
shop is open after every weekend Mass.

Will be visiting Our Lady of Lourdes
at All Masses — Mary 3-4, 2025

Plan Today for Peace of Mind Tomorrow

Preplanning your cemetery arrangements is one of
the most thoughtful gifts you can give your loved
ones. It offers peace of mind, knowing that your fam-
ily will be spared from having to make difficult deci-
sions during a time of grief.

By planning ahead, you can explore all available op-
tions at your own pace, ensuring that your personal
wishes are clearly understood and respectfully hon-
ored. It also allows you to make decisions with care,
free from the emotional and financial pressures that
often arise at the time of loss.

Memorial Planning Advisors will be available at all
Masses on May 3-4 to answer any questions that you
may have. You also have the option of calling our main
toll-free number for step-by-step guidance with your pre
-planning needs: 866-Pre-Plan (866-773-7526) or email-

ing us at your convenience at cemetery@rcan.org.
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Saturday
May 10th
11:30 am

Mass

(D
Sunday

May 11th May Crowning &

Flower Procession at
11:30 am Mass

“

Saturday, June 14th Saturday
June 14th

<)




NEED A LAWYER? Gis Essex Green
I N J U R E D ? The Complete Service Center :
Electn'cal Contracto™® =

For Foreign & Domestic Cars
* Call For A Free Legal Consultation % @ (973) 325-9808 | _ Frectatimates T

MARCJ BRENNER ESQ 402 PROSPECT AVE, W. ORANGE w9va30h3;r2aaec3tn6c2co6m gf’e?s“ygl“:?:y
973-326-8902

« Personal Injury
« Workers' Compensation
o tsnininne, Social Security Disability

lawmarcbrennericomEmarc@lawmarchrennercom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
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VISION WORLD

We have moved our store to
Roseland Eye Care

178 Eagle Rock Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068

" 973-736-0553

= Connect with a Dedicated
and Engaged Audience

YOUR AD HERE! . Build Trust and Credibility

= Showcase Your Business
to Those Who Actively

I
Reserve Your Space Today! Support Local Businesses

Contact our advertising team at In the United States
800-883-4343 to dISCLI'SS : . B.eneflt From Our one in nine people
affordable advertising solutions. : Online Presence and
. Extend Your Reach Beyond face hunger.
Don’t miss this opportunity to become the Church Wall y _ .
a valued partner in the community. @ Lhurch TYafls feedingamerica.org
g , F - WATERPROOFING
Plase Contine RFINIHING
To Prg ?gr " PROBLEMS
y WET BASEMENT? '
. MOLD CONTROL
Quality Ist Basemenl] - NASTY CRAWL
=Syslems SPACES

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317

{WOT[(M)@GC@ BasementRepairNJ.com
B

NY Lic # 1274423 « NJHIC# 13VH01833300

oW QWW L%W@/ (%me of West Orange OrematD

973-325-1212

DARREN T. DANGLER www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. DANGLER
) ) Manacer - N.J. Lic. No. 4004 ~ Spacious Parking ~ DirecTor - N.J. Lic. No. 3992
Serving All Faiths Pre-Arrangements,
Professional, Personal Service 340 MAIN STREET - WEST ORANGE, NJ 07052 Traditional Services & Cremations

151D (CK) * Our Lady of Lourdes Church * West Orange, N0 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 * Bon Venture Services, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836





