
 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 
RECTORY/Parish Office 973.325.0110 LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG    

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange 
Sunday, June 29, 2025 – Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our 
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and 
proclaim our Catholic faith.  We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family 
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community. 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule @ Main Church 
Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or          
anytime by appointment 

 
Weekday Morning Mass 

Monday – Friday 
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH 

Monday 8:30 am Mass  
with Miraculous Medal Novena 

 

Served By:          

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor 
Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee 
Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee 
 

RECTORY/Parish Office:  973.325.0110  
Fax:  973.325.9105 
Email:   ollwonj@verizon.net 
Website:   lourdeswestorange.org  
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)  
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110  
Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

Religious Education 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12) 
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110 
Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org 
Religious Education 
Administrative Assistant 
Rosa Cruz  973.325.0110 ext. 102 
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month.  Parents are 
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY. 
 
Sacrament of the Sick 
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY 
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in 
advance of their wedding.  Please call RECTORY for an 
appointment with a priest. 
 
First Friday 
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  There is 1st Friday Adoration during the “Fall” 
months of September, October, November and December and the 
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June. 
 
Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop 

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase 
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment. 
Contact RECTORY. 
 
New Parishioners  
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes.  Please register at RECTORY 
or call for registration forms. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
 

 I share with you this [abridged] 2012 sermon of 
the late Pope Benedict XVI on the Solemnity we 
observe today: Saints Peter and Paul 

(Source:  https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2012/documents/
hf_ben-xvi_hom_20120629_pallio.html) 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Peter makes his confes-
sion of faith, acknowledging Jesus as Messiah and 
Son of God. He does so in the name of the 12    
Apostles. In reply, Peter’s mission is revealed, that 
of being the “rock”, the visible foundation on which 
the entire spiritual edifice of the Church is built 
(cf. Mt 16:16-19). But in what sense is Peter the rock?  
The Symbol of the Rock    The account given by the 
evangelist Matthew tells us [that Peter came to 
know this] through a particular revelation from God 
the Father. By contrast, immediately afterwards, as 
Jesus foretells his passion, death and resurrection, 
Simon Peter reacts on the basis of “flesh and blood”: 
he “began to rebuke him, saying, this shall never 
happen to you” (16:22). And Jesus in turn replied: 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me ...” (16:23). The disciple who, through God’s gift, 
was able to become a solid rock, here shows himself 
for what he is in his human weakness: a stone along 
the path, a stone on which men can stumble – in 
Greek, skandalon. There is tension between the gift of 
the Lord and human capacities. This scene anticipat-
ed the drama of the history of the papacy itself, 
characterized by the joint presence of these two   
elements: (1) light and the strength from on high 
that enables the papacy to constitute the foundation 
of the Church; and (2) human weakness which can 
only be transformed through openness to God’s  
action. 
In truth, the promise of Jesus to Peter is greater than 
those made to the prophets of old: they, indeed, 
were threatened only by human enemies, whereas 
Peter will have to be defended from the “gates of 
the underworld”, from the destructive power of 
evil. Jeremiah receives a promise that affects him as 
a person and his prophetic ministry; Peter receives 
assurances concerning the future of the Church, the 
new community founded by Jesus Christ, which  
extends to all of history, far beyond the personal 
existence of Peter himself. 
 

The Symbol of the Keys. This echoes the prophet 
Isaiah concerning the steward Eliakim, of whom it 
was said: “And I will place on his shoulder the key 
of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall 
shut; and he shall shut, and none shall 
open” (Is 22:22). The key represents authority over 
the house of David. And in the Gospel Jesus ad-
dressed the scribes and the Pharisees and reproached 
them for shutting off the kingdom of heaven from 
people (cf. Mt 23:13). This saying helps us to under-
stand the responsibility of Peter to open the gate of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and to judge whether to 
admit or to refuse (cf. Rev 3:7). Hence the two images 
– that of the keys and that of binding and loosing – 
express similar meanings which reinforce one anoth-
er. The expression “binding and loosing” forms part 
of rabbinical language and refers on the one hand to 
doctrinal decisions, and on the other hand to discipli-
nary power, that is, the faculty to impose and to lift 
excommunication. The parallelism “on earth ... in the 
heavens” guarantees that Peter’s decisions in the ex-
ercise of this ecclesial function are valid in the eyes of 
God. 
The Binding and Loosing (Matthew 18)  Jesus said 
to the disciples: “Truly I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what 
ever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heav-
en” (Mt 18:18). Saint John, in his account of the      
appearance of the risen Christ in the midst of the 
Apostles on Easter evening, recounts these words    
of the Lord: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven: if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained” (Jn 20:22-23). In the 
light of these parallels, it appears clearly that the   
authority of loosing and binding consists in the  
power to remit sins. And this grace, which defuses 
the powers of chaos and evil, is at the heart of the 
Church’s mystery and ministry. The Church is not a 
community of the perfect, but a community of sin-
ners, obliged to recognize their need for God’s love, 
their need to be purified through the Cross of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus’ sayings concerning the authority of  
Peter and the Apostles make it clear that God’s   
power is love, the love that shines forth from Calva-
ry. Hence we can also understand why, in the Gospel 
account, Peter’s confession of faith is immediately 
followed by the first prediction of the Passion: 
through his death, Jesus conquered the powers of the 
underworld, with his blood he poured out over the 
world an immense flood of mercy, which cleanses 
the whole of humanity in its healing waters. 

 

                  (Pastor Column continued on Page 4) 
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 SATURDAY, 28 JUNE 
  5:30 pm      

 
Alberta Greco 

SUNDAY, 29 JUNE  
                 7:30 am   
                 9:30 am 

 
11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Deceased Members of the      
Pflug & Napolitano Families 
Victor DaSilva 

MONDAY, 30 JUNE 
                8:30 am  

 
Julia Coates 

TUESDAY, 1 JULY                 
8:30 am 

 
Edward J. Ford, Jr. (18th Ann.) 

WEDNESDAY, 2 JULY 
8:30 am 

 
Adrianne Di Iorio 

THURSDAY, 3 JULY                
8:30 am 

 
Benita & Graciano Bunoan 

FRIDAY, 4 JULY           
8:30 am 

 
Antonio MaƟas (Thanksgiving) 

SATURDAY, 5 JULY   
          5:30 pm 

 
Kathleen & Gene Mooney 

SUNDAY, 6 JULY 
                 7:30 am  
                 9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
John D. Pflug, Sr. 
All Souls 

  SUNDAY,  29 JUNE 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

11:30 am 

Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

MONDAY, 30 JUNE  
8:30 am 

Miraculous Medal Novena   
following 8:30 am Mass on  
Monday.                       

 

Daily Mass will be held    
Monday thru Friday of each 
week in church. 

THURSDAY, 3 JULY  
10:00 am 

  

 
Deadline for News &             
Announcements for the       
July 13th BulleƟn. Call the   
Rectory at 973-325-0110 

SATURDAY, 5 JULY 
4:15—5:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

 
Confessions in Church 
Mass 

SUNDAY, 6 JULY 
7:30 am 
9:30  am 

11:30 am   

 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
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If you wish to have a friend or loved one 
prayed for, please call the Rectory at 

973-325-0110. 

Emeka Anyanyo 
Judy Bernarducci 
James Cunningham 
Langan Family 
Beverly McAllister  

Mary McGuiness 
Reynaldo Rapada 
Julio Saeteros        
Robert Santangello 
Pio Tortola 

Prayers Needed 

PARISH GIVING 
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY  2024                                         

Goal            $ 6,800 
Collection*: June 14-15, 2025*   $ 4,646 
Deficit:                    $2,154 

*Includes Online Giving Weekly Average  
                       
 For Your Stewardship of 

Time, Talent and Treasure. 

This week’s Bread & Wine, a giŌ from Nancy & Michael 
Lanfrank is in memory of HELEN & CHARLES RICE. 

 

Mass Lectors EucharisƟc  Ministers 

5:30 pm 
 

Pat Sigalas Emily Kunz 
Judy Albore (C ) 

7:30 am 
 

MaryEllen Chandler Lou Volpe 

9:30 am 
 

Carol Ford Myrna Regino 

11:30 am 
 

Wendy Sheyka Carmelita Dizon 
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This year’s appeal is on behalf of the  Diocese of 
Gbarnga, Liberia.  Members of the Diocese will be 
visiƟng Our Lady of Lourdes Parish on July 12-13, 
2025 to speak at all Masses about their   religious 
community. 

This mission appeal is part of the Missionary Coop-
eraƟve Program of our Archdiocese of Newark. 
Please be generous with your prayers and contrib-
ute to the second collecƟon to help support the 
missionary work  in Gbarnga. 

The artistic and iconographic tradition represents 
Saint Paul with a sword, and we know that this 
was the instrument with which he was killed. Yet 
as we read the writings of the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles, we discover that the image of the sword re-
fers to his entire mission of evangelization. For ex-
ample, when he felt death approaching, he wrote 
to Timothy: “I have fought the good fight” (2 
Tim 4:7). This was certainly not the battle of a mili-
tary commander but that of a herald of the Word of 
God, faithful to Christ and to his Church, to which 
he gave himself completely. And that is why the 
Lord gave him the crown of glory and placed him, 
together with Peter, as a pillar in the spiritual edi-
fice of the Church. 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Father Jim Ferry 

True Freedom

 
Christ freed us from sin.  Patriots throughout the ages fought for our 
freedom.  There are sƟll those today who cannot enjoy freedom from 
poverty.  Why not celebrate your freedom by an act of kindness?    
One way to do this is by donaƟng your unwanted used clothing, small 
appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, and 
children’s books  to our Catholic ChariƟes donaƟon bin located on our 
property.  Thank you. 

 

Please bring non-
perishable food and 

place it in the recepta-
cles in the Church      

lobbies.  Thank you. 
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VISION WORLD

Prescriptions 
Filled 973-736-0553

We have moved our store to

Roseland Eye Care
178 Eagle Rock Avenue

Roseland, NJ 07068

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
•  Personal Injury
•  Workers’ Compensation
•  Social Security DisabilityCertified By the Supreme Court of New JerSey

AS A workerS’ CompeNSAtioN LAw AttorNey

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

WET BASEMENT?

 
   

  
   

  
   

 
   

Offering quality
service for over  

55 years.

Best Electrician
11-Time Winner 

(Lic#16744)Free Estimates
973-325-3626

www.OharaElectric.com

973-325-1212 
 Darren T. Dangler www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. Dangler
 Manager - n.J. Lic. no. 4004 ~ Spacious Parking ~ Director - n.J. Lic. no. 3992

Family
Owned

Family
Operated

Serving All Faiths
Professional, Personal Service

Pre-Arrangements, 
Traditional Services & Cremations

Dangler Funeral Home of West Orange

Essex Green
The Complete Service Center 
For Foreign & Domestic Cars

151D (CK) • Our Lady of Lourdes Church • West Orange, NJ       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836  

(973) 325-9808

3 4 0  M A I N  S T R E E T  ·  W E S T  O R A N G E ,  N J  0 7 0 5 2

402 PROSPECT AVE., W. ORANGE

In the United States, 
one in nine people
face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Don’t miss this opportunity to become
a valued partner in the community.

 • Connect with a Dedicated  
and Engaged Audience 

• Build Trust and Credibility

• Showcase Your Business  
to Those Who Actively  

Support Local Businesses 
 

• Benefit From Our
Online Presence and

Extend Your Reach Beyond
the Church Walls

Contact our advertising team at
800-883-4343 to discuss  

affordable advertising solutions.

Reserve Your Space Today!


