OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052

RECTORY /Parish Office 973.325.0110

LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG

'i Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange
Sunday, August 3, 2025 - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Served By:

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor

Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee

Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee

RECTORY/Parish Office: 973.325.0110
Fax: 973.325.9105

Email: ollwonj@verizon.net

Website: lourdeswestorange.org
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

ﬂ\/lass Schedule @ Main Church\

Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm

Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or
anytime by appointment

Weekday Morning Mass
Monday - Friday
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH
Monday 8:30 am Mass
with Miraculous Medal Novena

Sacrament of Baptism

Celebrated wusually the first Saturday of the month. Parents are
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY.

Sacrament of the Sick
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital.

Sacrament of Marriage

Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in
advance of their wedding. Please call RECTORY for an
appointment with a priest.

First Friday

Religious Education
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110

Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12)
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110

Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education
Administrative Assistant

Rosa Cruz 973.325.0110 ext. 102
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org

5:30 pm — 7:30 pm. There is 1* Friday Adoration during the “Fall”
months of September, October, November and December and the
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June.

Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment.
Contact RECTORY.

New Parishioners
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes. Please register at RECTORY
or call for registration forms.

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and
proclaim our Catholic faith. We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family
as well as extending God'’s love and compassion to serve the greater community.



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/C - AUGUST 3, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes,

I share with you this article / reflection based
from this Catholic site: LinkToLiturgy.Com
which offers lessons based on our biblical
readings. August 6 is the Feast of the Transfig-
uration.

(Source: https://linktoliturgy.com/the-cross-hope-not-

scandal)

THE CROSS: HOPE NOT SCANDAL (Abridged
Version)

“Rise, and do not be afraid”

Jesus brings Peter, James and John up a high
mountain to teach them a lesson. The lesson is sim-
ple, “that it was impossible - for Him as well as for
them - to reach the glory of the Transfiguration
without passing through suffering.” [1] Jesus does
not want the Apostles or us to be paralyzed by fear
when we see suffering and the cross, but to instead
see the full picture, and to rise and be not afraid. If
we think there can be glory without suffering, gain
without pain, we are mistaken. The cross does not
make sense if it stands alone. When the Christian
looks at the cross, we know that what appears to be
a loss is a gain.

Why is it helpful to keep the end in mind?
Jesus reminds us to always keep the end in mind.
The book of Sirach reminds us to remember our
death, so that we will not sin. “In all you do, re-
member the end of your life, and then you will nev-
er sin.” [6] We are reminded of our end on Ash
Wednesday, when we are told, “Remember you are
dust and to dust you shall return.” Blessed Junipero
Serra, the apostle of California, said, “ Always go
forward, never turn back.”

What are the different kinds of ends? There
are three ends: the end of a current event, the end of
our life and our ultimate end, heaven. When we are
going through tough times at the current moment,
we remind our self that things will get better. The

2

marathon runner is training, and he or she doesn’t
just get up and run a marathon in a day. It takes
months of preparation, with many sore muscles, blis-
ters, calluses, and pains. This pain doesn’t deter the
runner because he knows the end —crossing the fin-
ish line — will be worth it. During the marathon, the
runner does not think of the mile they are currently
running but rather the finish line. The golfer does not
think about the middle of the hole he is on, which
might include water or sand traps, but rather the
green, where he is going,.

We also know that death is not the end, but
rather the beginning of the eternal life. Ultimately,
we keep our eyes fixed on heaven, our final end. In
the Transfiguration, Jesus gives his Apostles a
glimpse of the glory of heaven. “The disciples experi-
enced during the Transfiguration... ahead of time
something that will constitute the happiness of para-
dise. In general, it is brief experiences that God
grants on occasions, especially in anticipation of
harsh trials.” [9]

What are some experiences God has given us
to prepare us to endure harsh trials?

In the motion picture, Life is Beautiful,
German Nazis arrest Guido and his son, Joshua, and
transfer them to a concentration camp. Protecting
his son from the vile truth, Guido tells Joshua that
they are just on a big holiday. To keep up Joshua's
spirits, he tells him it’s a big game for Joshua, claim-
ing they must obtain 1,000 points to win a real tank
and leave.

The cross of Christ was such a scandal that only 1 of
the 12 Apostles, Saint John, was present at the Cross.
It was not something that any of the Apostles want-
ed to witness or see. In the midst of horror, we need
hope. We need a promise—a way out. In the midst
of the great horror of a concentration camp, a father
gave hope to his son. He gave his son a goal, a game,
a focus. In the end, his son does get the “tank” when
the allied forces roll into the camp in a big tank. In
the end, he does win. Even though “the game” the
dad makes up is not true,

(Pastor Column continued on Page 4)
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SATURDAY, 2 AUGUST
5:30 pm

Sean Cassels (9th Ann.)

SUNDAY 3 AUGUST,
7:30 am

9:30 am

11:30 am

People of the Parish
Carol Ford (Special Intention)
Margaret Van Eyken

SUNDAY, 3 AUGUST
7:30 am

9:30 am

11:30 am

Mass
Mass
Mass

MONDAY, 4 AUGUST
8:30 am

Rita Jules

TUESDAY, 5 AUGUST
8:30 am

Robert Francis Bradley

MONDAY, 4 AUGUST
8:30 am

Miraculous Medal Novena
following 8:30 am Mass on

Monday.

Daily Mass will be held
Monday thru Friday of each
week in church.

WEDNESDAY, 6 AUGUST
8:30 am

Elenita Sarmiento
(Special Intention)

THURSDAY, 7 AUGUST
8:30 am

The Massena Family

THURSDAY, 7 AUGUST

10:00 am Deadline for News &
Announcements for the
Aug 17th Bulletin. Call the

Rectory at 973-325-0110

FRIDAY, 8 AUGUST

SATURDAY, 9 AUGUST

8:30 am Michael & Matilda O’Boyle & 4:15—5:00 pm Confessions in Church
Ray Cassidy 5:30 pm Mass
SATURDAY, 9 AUGUST
5:30 pm Julia Coates SUNDAY, 10 AUGUST
7:30 am Mass
SUNDAY, 10 AUGUST 9:00 am Recitation of Rosary OLLC
7:30 am People of the Parish 9:30 am Mass
9:30 am Joseph Catalano (60th Ann.) 11:30 am Mass
11:30 am Larissa Lynn B. Eva
This week, August 3rd Sanctuary Candle, a gift from
Kathy & Joseph Petrillo is in honor of VIVIAN PETRILLO.
PARISH GIVING
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 2024
Goal $ 6,800
Collection*: July 19-20, 2025* $ 3,918
Deficit: $2,882

August 9-10 2025

Mass Lectors Eucharistic Ministers
5:30 pm Michael Lanfrank Emily Kunz
Judy Albore (C)
7:30 am Mary Cassels Mary Cassels
9:30 am Kathy Petrillo Myrna Regino
11:30 am | Wendy Sheyka Carmelita Dizon

*Includes Online Giving Weekly Average

For Your Stewardship of
Time, Talent and Treasure.

Prayers Needed

Maria Colon
Pierre Ferrus
Beverly McAllister

Mary McGuiness
Reynaldo Rapada

If you wish to have a friend or loved
one prayed for, please call the Rectory

at 973-325-0110.
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(PASTOR COLUMN continued from Page 2

the reality is that the Guido gave his son hope
and it saved him from despair. How much more
powerful is the promise and hope that God gives
us?

The Transfiguration is not only the truth of

Christ’s glory, but the promise of our future glory.

The Transfiguration increases in us the virtue of
hope, which “makes a person desire eternal life,
which is the heavenly vision of God, and gives us
the confidence of receiving the grace necessary to
reach heaven.”[10]

Sources / Notes:

[1] Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D;
Divine Intimacy; page 310

[6] Sirach 7:36
[9] Pope Benedict XVI

[10] Fr. John Hardon, S.J., Modern Catholic Dic-
tionary; page 257
(Source: https://linktoliturgy.com/the-cross-hope-

not-scandal)

In Christ’s Peace

Father Jim Ferry

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FAITH ¢ FRIENDSHIP ¢ FUN ¢ MORE!

2 Sessions Available!
August 4-8 or August 11-15
9am-1pm
Our Lady of the Lake School will be hosting two sessions
of our Vacation Bible School. Week 1 will be held from
August 4-8, and Week 2 will be held from August 11-15.
The program is open to children in grades K-4 and will run
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm each day.
Our Vacation Bible School welcomes children from all
parishes in our community, and we believe this is a wonderful
opportunity for children to deepen their faith while enjoying

fun activities during the summer break.

For more information contact tconroy@myoll.org.

Oratory Prep School, celebrating excellence for
over 100 years, invites you to our

OPEN HOUSE EVENTS

Sunday, September 28, 2025 from 1-3 pm and
Thursday, October 23, 2025 from 6-8 pm.

We ask that you register to attend on our
website under the Admissions tab.

For further information, call 908-273-1084, ext.1
or visit us at www.oratoryprep.org.

Oratory Prep is located at:

Oratory Prep School, 425 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ
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o tsnininne, Social Security Disability

lawmarcbrennericomEmarc@lawmarchrennercom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

INC.

VISION WORLD

We have moved our store to
Roseland Eye Care

178 Eagle Rock Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068

" 973-736-0553

= Connect with a Dedicated
and Engaged Audience

YOUR AD HERE! . Build Trust and Credibility

= Showcase Your Business
to Those Who Actively

I
Reserve Your Space Today! Support Local Businesses

Contact our advertising team at In the United States

800-883-4343 to discuss = Benefit From Our o
affordable advertising solutions. : Online Presence and one in nine people
. Extend Your Reach Beyond face hunger.
Don’t miss this opportunity to become the Church Wall y ) )
avalued partner in the community. @ Lhurch Yafls feedingamerica.org
¥ , 8 - WATERPROOFING

Ploase Continue &FINISHING

To Prg ?gr " PROBLEMS "

y WET BASEMENT? '

. MOLD CONTROL
Quality Ist Basemenl] - NASTY CRAWL
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Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317

{WOT[(M)@GC@ BasementRepairNJ.com
B
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DARREN T. DANGLER www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. DANGLER
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Professional, Personal Service 340 MAIN STREET - WEST ORANGE, NJ 07052 Traditional Services & Cremations
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