
 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 
RECTORY/Parish Office 973.325.0110 LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG    

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 – The Baptism of the Lord 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our 
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and 
proclaim our Catholic faith.  We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family 
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community. 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule @ Main Church 
Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or          
anytime by appointment 

 
Weekday Morning Mass 

Monday – Friday 
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH 

Monday 8:30 am Mass  
with Miraculous Medal Novena 

 

Served By:          

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor 
Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee 
Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee 
 

RECTORY/Parish Office:  973.325.0110  
Fax:  973.325.9105 
Email:   ollwonj@verizon.net 
Website:   lourdeswestorange.org  
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)  
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110  
Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

Religious Education 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12) 
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110 
Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org 
Religious Education 
Office Manager 
Rosa Cruz  973.325.0110 ext. 102 
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org  

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month.  Parents are 
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY. 
 
Sacrament of the Sick 
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY 
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in 
advance of their wedding.  Please call RECTORY for an 
appointment with a priest. 
 
First Friday 
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  There is 1st Friday Adoration during the “Fall” 
months of September, October, November and December and the 
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June. 
 
Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop 

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase 
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment. 
Contact RECTORY. 
 
New Parishioners  
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes.  Please register at RECTORY 
or call for registration forms. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
 
I pray you are blessed in this new year of 2026. This  Sunday, 
we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, a reminder that we are 
all made new in God’s forgiveness and mercy. 
 
This is an abridged version of my January 1, 2025 homily 
also about renewal and God’s mercy: 
 
For the full original text, go to parish website 
LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG,  click “Father Jim    Ferry’s 
blog” and search for the January 1, 2025 entry, where there is 
also link to listen to the audio or watch the video: 
 
 [__01__] Time’s Acceleration and the New Year’s    Tradi-
tion   The passage of time often feels as though it speeds up, 
accelerating as though driven by an unseen force. It’s a com-
mon sentiment that time flies faster the older we get. This 
sensation contrasts starkly with the New York City Times 
Square ball drop—a tradition meant to mark the beginning 
of a new year. Unlike our perception of time, the ball’s de-
scent is mechanically controlled, moving at a constant pace 
rather than following the natural laws of gravity.   

This discrepancy highlights our yearning to control  time, to 
slow it down or even reverse it. As the years go by, we often 
long to be time travelers, turning back the clock to revisit 
cherished moments.   

 [__02__] Time Travel Through Storytelling    During the 
holidays, families gather to share stories from the past, reliv-
ing moments that bind them together.          Repeating these 
stories, especially to someone who    hasn’t heard them be-
fore, feels like reclaiming time.   

Recently, my family rediscovered a VHS tape of my asur-
prise 50th birthday for my father from over 30 years ago. 
Watching it was like freezing time, allowing us to revisit his 
joy and humor. Even my father was amused to see himself 
back then, marveling at how he made  everyone endure the 
opening of his gifts. Storytelling and revisiting old memories 
help us momentarily step out of the relentless march of time.   

 [__03__] The Jubilee Year: A Time of Mercy     In the Cath-
olic tradition, every 25 years is celebrated as a Jubilee of 
Mercy, a practice rooted in ancient Jewish customs.  The Ju-
bilee, described in Leviticus 25, was a time for forgiveness, 
renewal, and returning to right relationships with God and 
others.   

 

In the Catholic Church, these Jubilees emphasize mercy, 
solidarity, and reconciliation. The year, 2025, was a desig-
nated Jubilee year. It called us to reflect on God’s provi-
dence and mercy, reminding us to seek forgiveness and 
extend it to others as we journey through life.   

[__04__] Mary: A Model of Reflection     Luke 2:19 tells  
us that Mary “kept all these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.” Prayer, like Mary’s reflection, allows us to 
pause time and focus on God’s Word.   

The Holy Family experienced time’s challenges too. For 
instance, when Jesus stayed behind in the temple, Mary 
and Joseph searched for him with great anxiety. This    
moment foreshadowed the separation and suffering   
Mary would endure as Jesus fulfilled his mission. Despite 
knowing her son’s destiny, Mary trusted in God’s plan, 
making her a model of hope and reflection. Through  
prayer and trust in God, we too can hold back time and 
gain clarity in our lives.   

 [__05__] Reflecting on God’s Mercy in the New Year    
January 1 offers a unique opportunity to pause and       
reflect on God’s mercy. While it is always appropriate      
to seek forgiveness, the Jubilee year magnifies this call.   

As Pope Francis proclaimed, 2025 is a year of mercy and 
hope. It invites us to deepen our faith and embrace God’s 
forgiveness. By doing so, we align our hearts with the 
spirit of renewal and mercy that defines this sacred time.   

[__06__] A Call to Repentance and Forgiveness   

The Gospel emphasizes repentance alongside belief: 
“Repent and believe in the Gospel.” Similarly, the Our 
Father teaches us to seek forgiveness and extend it to    
others: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.”   

As we begin a new year, it’s a fitting time to examine our 
lives, repent, and reconcile. True faith requires action—
changing our lives and committing to God’s will. Believ-
ing and belonging to the Church are excellent resolutions 
that can guide us toward deeper faith and love.   

John Henry Newman wrote about the transformative     
power of repentance, using the example of Zacchaeus,   
the tax collector. Zacchaeus didn’t merely believe; he   
took     action. By promising to repay what he had taken 
dishonestly, he demonstrated true repentance. Newman          
described this as Zacchaeus trying to “undo the past”   
and reconcile with God.   

 

 
(PASTOR COLUMN conƟnued on Page 4) 
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 SATURDAY, 10  JANUARY 
  5:30 pm      

 
Andrea Theresa Toloso 

SUNDAY, 11 JANUARY 
                 7:30 am   
                 9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Arthur Rupel 
Andrea Theresa Toloso 

MONDAY, 12 JANUARY 
                8:30 am  

 
Thomas Vaccarella 

TUESDAY, 13 JANUARY                 
8:30 am 

 
Ed Fairchild 

WEDNESDAY, 14 JANUARY 
8:30 am 

 
Luigi & Vincenza Russo 

THURSDAY, 15 JANUARY                
8:30 am 

 
Thomas Vaccarella 

FRIDAY, 16  JANUARY            
 

8:30 am 
 
Lucio Humberto Guevara 

SATURDAY, 17 JANUARY   
          5:30 pm 

 
CrisƟe Fernandez 

SUNDAY, 18 JANUARY 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Pflug & Napolitano Family 
Serphin Fernandes (50th Ann.) 

  SUNDAY, 11 J ANUARY  
7:30 am 

9:30—11:45 am 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 
11:30 am 

 
Mass 
G 7-12 (OLLC) (HALL) 
Mass 
Choir Rehearsal (LOFT) 
Mass 

MONDAY, 12 JANUARY  
8:30 am 

 

               

 

DAILY MASS WILL BE HELD       
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY OF 
EACH WEEK IN CHURCH                                               

WEDNESDAY, 14 JANUARY 
6:30—10:00 pm 

 

Knights of Columbus Mtg. 
(HALL) 

THURSDAY, 15 JANUARY 
 

 
 
 

6—8:00 pm 

 
Deadline for News & An-
nouncements for the Jan 25th 
BulleƟn.  Call the Rectory at 
973-325-0110  
Choir Rehearsal (LOFT) 

SATURDAY, 17 JANUARY 
4:15—5:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

 
Confessions in Church 
Mass  

SUNDAY, 18 JANUARY 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 
11:30 am 

 
Mas 

Mass 
Choir Rehearsal (LoŌ) 
Mass 
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Miraculous Medal  
Novena following 8:30 
am Mass on Monday. 

 

Mass Lectors EucharisƟc   
Ministers 

5:30 pm  
(Adult 
Choir) 

Michael 
Lanfrank 

Emily Kunz 
Eileen Reilly (C ) 

7:30 am MaryEllen 
Chandler 

Sister James Soon 

9:30 am 
 

Kathy  
Petrillo 

AnneƩe Chiaramonte 

11:30 am 
(Children 
Choir) 

Carmelita 
Dizon 

Michelle Gizzi 
Bill Talbot (C ) 

If you wish to have a friend or loved one 
prayed for, please call the Rectory at       

973-325-0110. 

Prayers Needed 

Lucky Codada 
Maria Colon 
Jay Eckert 
Pierre Ferrus 
Frances Maroon 
Beverly McAllister 
 

Mary McGuiness 
Julie Opat 
Amante Organo 
Sister Jean Ruppel 
Sonny Tiongson 

PARISH GIVING 
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY  2025                                       

              
Goal                 $ 6,800 
Collection*: Dec. 27-28, 2025*  $3,784  
Deficit:                 $3,016 

*Includes Online Giving Weekly Average  
                       
 For Your Stewardship of 

Time, Talent and Treasure. 

Please Note:  Our Prayer List will be  
renewed every Jan. 15th & July 15th. 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD -  JANUARY 11, 2026 

 

                                                                                                    
REPORT FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT CONFIDENTIALLY  

     If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an       
independent and confidenƟal reporƟng tool that helps the       
Archdiocesan  community address issues while promoƟng posiƟve 
parish, school  and workplace environments. Visit www.rcan.org 
for the hotline and reporƟng link. 

(PASTOR COLUMN conƟnued from Page 2)           

January 3, 2026 
$500 winner of 1st Drawing: 

DIANNE M. REILLY 
 

$500 winner of 2nd Drawing: 
JAYDEN BOUIE 

Can you predict the events of 2026 
with accuracy? 

 
Who would dare to make such a claim? Here we are at the 
beginning of a new year and no one knows what the future 
will bring…unprecedented joy or deep sorrow? Many 
families and individuals have the resources to cope with 
whatever comes along.  Catholic Charities reaches out to 
those who have very limited resources. Help us to contin-
ue our mission by contributing to our Donation Bin(s).  
We need used clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens, 
sheets, towels, tools, stuffed animals, novels, knickknacks, 
and children’s books. Thank you and God Bless. 

[__07__] Turning to Jesus: The Ultimate Timekeeper.    
While we cannot truly undo the past, Jesus offers a way   
to redeem it. In small matters, like pressing “undo” on a 
computer, we feel a sense of control. However, in the    
serious matters of life and salvation, only Jesus can save 
us.   

Through confession and regular reflection, we can “slow 
down time” by aligning ourselves with God’s eternal 
plan. By repenting, believing, and resolving to listen to 
God’s Word, we can step into the new year with hope and 
purpose. Like Mary, let us reflect on God’s promises and 
hold them in our hearts, trusting in His mercy to guide us 
forward.   

Blessed New Year of 2026 to you, 
Father Jim Ferry  
 

How to Report Abuse 

The Archdiocese takes very     
seriously any and all allegations 

of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy,  
Religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese. We  
encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of   
sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so  
that we may take appropriate action to protect 
others and provide support to victims of sexual 
abuse. Individuals who wish to report an allega-
tion of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection 
at 201-407-3256. 
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“More than a place of learning—it’s a nurturing community that        
supports and uplifts families in every way.” 

Creative Curriculum, center-based program focusing on the develop-
ment of academic and social-emotional skills through learning centers. 

N�ã®ÊÄ�½ STEM C�Ùã®¥®�� �Ä� � U.S. N�ã®ÊÄ�½ B½ç� R®��ÊÄ                      
45 C«�ã«�Ã SãÙ��ã, C«�ã«�Ã, NJ   973-635-4623  óóó.ÝÖÝ�«�ã«�Ã.ÊÙ¦ 
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To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit

WREATHSACROSSAMERICA.ORG

VISION WORLD

Prescriptions 
Filled 973-736-0553

We have moved our store to

Roseland Eye Care
178 Eagle Rock Avenue

Roseland, NJ 07068

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
•  Personal Injury
•  Workers’ Compensation
•  Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey

As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

WET BASEMENT?

 
   

  
   

  
   

 
   

Offering quality
service for over  

55 years.

Best Electrician
11-Time Winner 

(Lic#16744)Free Estimates
973-325-3626

www.OharaElectric.com

973-325-1212 
	 Darren T. Dangler	 www.danglerfuneralhome.com	 Kip M. Dangler
	 Manager - N.J. Lic. No. 4004	 ~ Spacious Parking ~	 Director - N.J. Lic. No. 3992

Family
Owned

Family
Operated

Serving All Faiths
Professional, Personal Service

Pre-Arrangements, 
Traditional Services & Cremations

Dangler Funeral Home of West Orange

Essex Green
The Complete Service Center 
For Foreign & Domestic Cars

151D (CK) • Our Lady of Lourdes Church • West Orange, NJ       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836  

(973) 325-9808

3 4 0  M A I N  S T R E E T  ·  W E S T  O R A N G E ,  N J  0 7 0 5 2

402 PROSPECT AVE., W. ORANGE

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Don’t miss this opportunity to become
a valued partner in the community.

 • Connect with a Dedicated  
and Engaged Audience 

• Build Trust and Credibility

• Showcase Your Business  
to Those Who Actively  

Support Local Businesses 
 

• Benefit From Our
Online Presence and

Extend Your Reach Beyond
the Church Walls

Contact our advertising team at
800-883-4343 to discuss  

affordable advertising solutions.

Reserve Your Space Today!

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH


