
 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 
RECTORY/Parish Office 973.325.0110 LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG    

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange 
Sunday, October 11, 2026 – Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our 
journey to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and 
proclaim our Catholic faith.  We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family 
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community. 
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month.  Parents are 
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY. 
 
Sacrament of the Sick 
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY 
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in 
advance of their wedding.  Please call RECTORY for an 
appointment with a priest. 
 
First Friday 
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  There is 1st Friday Adoration during the “Fall” 
months of September, October, November and December and the 
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June. 
 
Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop 

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase 
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment. 
Contact RECTORY. 
 
New Parishioners  
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes.  Please register at RECTORY 
or call for registration forms. 

 

 

Mass Schedule @ Main Church 
Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or          
anytime by appointment 

 
Weekday Morning Mass 

Monday – Friday 
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH 

Monday 8:30 am Mass  
with Miraculous Medal Novena 

 

Served By:          

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor 
Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee 
Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee 
 

RECTORY/Parish Office:  973.325.0110  
Fax:  973.325.9105 
Email:   ollwonj@verizon.net 
Website:   lourdeswestorange.org  
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)  
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110  
Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org  
 

Religious Education 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12) 
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110 
Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org 
Religious Education 
Office Manager 
Rosa Cruz  973.325.0110 ext. 102 
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org  
 



TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/A, OCTOBER 11, 2026 

 

 
Dear Friends, 

I share with you this reflection from Crossroads Initiative. 
(Source:  
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/we
dding-feast/) 

The King’s Wedding Feast – Invitation Declined 

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio 

Why would people decline a royal invitation to a wedding 
feast, a banquet fit for a king?  This parable of Jesus 
describes a situation we see around us everyday – 
pervasive apathy in the face of the offer of salvation and 
eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven.  The cause?  A 
sneaky but deadly sin called sloth. 

At age 16, life was about rock ‘n roll. If my own band was 
not performing on Saturday night, I was out in the 
audience, watching another band. 

It would have never occurred to me to spend my Saturday 
nights at a Catholic conference or retreat. True, no matter 
how late I was out, I’d never miss Sunday Mass. But that’s 
not because it was the source and summit of my life. It was 
because I didn’t want to go to hell. Being roasted over an 
open fire for all eternity definitely did not appeal to me. But 
neither did wasting my Saturday night in a Church event 
that was not strictly required by divine law. 

Wedding Feast – Banquet Fit for a King 

Why is this? Because I craved fun, joy, adventure and 
fulfillment. And Church was the last place I expected to 
find any of these things. Heaven was described as “eternal 
rest.” Nothing could have sounded more boring. 

But in the gospel of Matthew (22:1-14), the kingdom of 
Heaven is not described in terms of an endless ceremony or 
angels sitting on clouds playing harps. It is painted in the 
colors of a banquet, a wedding feast– a boisterous, 
energizing celebration with delectable food, choice wine, 
dancing, laughter, and fellowship. 

But not just any wedding feast. This party will be fit for a 
king since the bridegroom is a prince. Obviously, the royal 
Host will spare no expense, and it will be truly a gala affair. 

Invited Guests Decline 

But when the King’s representatives’ issue personal 
invitations to this party of the century, there are few takers. 
Perhaps part of it is the fault of the messengers. Maybe 
their blank faces and monotone voices confirmed the worst 
suspicions of the invited guests – that anything put on by 
the King will be a crashing bore. 

But where did this suspicion come from in the first place? 

Web of Deceit obscures the Invitation 

Isaiah speaks of a veil that covers all peoples, a web that is 
woven over all nations (Is. 25:6-10). It is a web of deceit that 
has been woven not by a spider, but by the serpent that 
deceived Eve first.  In fact, it is an immense propaganda 
campaign that is subtly woven into the message of movies, 
TV shows, and print advertising. It even shows up in 
teachers’ lesson plans and athletes’ locker room 
conversations. 

The message is simple–“accept God’s invitation and you’ll 
have no life.  His Kingdom is at worst about slavery, at best 
an invitation to endless boredom. Either reject him or, if 
you really have to believe in him, just don’t waste too much 
time and energy on religion. Give the obligatory nod to 
God and go out and get a life.” 

Kingdom of God – Joyful Romp or Tiresome Chore? 

That’s why rock concerts and football games have sellout 
crowds, but we often have to pull teeth to fill a church. 
That’s why the king in the parable had a hard time getting 
his invited guests to fill his banquet hall. 

Be honest. Do you see the pursuit of the Kingdom as a 
joyful romp or as a tiresome chore?  When it comes to your 
spiritual life, do you do the bare minimum, or do you grab 
for all the gusto you can?  When opportunities arise to 
grow spiritually, do you make excuses that you’re too tired 
or too busy or do you make the Kingdom of God top 
priority?          (Pastor’s Column continued on Page 4)    
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                 Church  Calendar    
SUN., 11 OCTOBER 
                              7:30 am 
                               9:30 am  
                            10:30 am 
                             11:30 am 
                                6:30 pm                               

 
Mass 
Mass 
Choir Rehearsal (LOFT) 
Mass 
Rosary, Grotto 

MON., 12 OCTOBER 
                                8:30 am 
Miraculous Medal 
Novena following 8:30 am 
Mass on Monday. 
                                6:30 pm  

COLUMBUS DAY 
Daily Mass will be held 
Mon–Fri each Week in 
Church. 
 
Rosary Grotto 
RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED 

TUES., 13 OCTOBER 
                 5:30 – 6:45 pm 
                               6:30 pm 

 
1st Penance (gr. 7-12) (OLLC) 
Rosary Grotto 

WED., 14 OCTOBER 
                               6:30 pm 
               6:30 – 10:00 pm 

 
Rosary Grotto 
Knights of Columbus Mtg. 
(HALL) 

 

THUR., 15 OCTOBER 
 
 
                            
                               6:30 pm 

 
Deadline for Announcements       
for  Oct. 25th  Bulletin.  Call  the 
Rectory-  973-325-0110 
 
Rosary, Grotto 

 
FRI., 16 OCTOBER  
                                6:30 pm 

 
 
Rosary Grotto 

SAT., 17 OCTOBER 
                   4:15 – 5:00 pm 
                                 5:30 pm 
                                 6:30 pm 

 
Confessions in Church 
Mass 
Rosary, Grotto 

SUN., 18 OCTOBER 
                                7:30 am 
                                9:30 am 
                9:30 – 11:30 am 
                9:30 – 11:45 am 
                              10:30 am 
                              11:30 am 
                                 6:30 pm 

 
Mass 
Mass 
1st Penance Class (Chapel) 
Gr. 7-12 Class (OLLC) (HALL) 
Choir Rehearsal (LOFT) 
Mass 
Rosary, Grotto 

 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

SATURDAY, 10 OCTOBER 
5:30 pm 

 
Edgar O. Bury Jr. 

SUNDAY,  11 OCTOBER 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Janice Lombardi 
Rose Konvalinka 

MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 
8:30 am 

 
Deceased Members of 
the Pflug & Napolitano 
Family 

TUESDAY, 13 OCTOBER 
8:30 am 

 
Malachy & Anne 
Healey 

WEDNESDAY, 14 OCTOBER 
8:30 am 

 
Pilar Antesoda Dizon 

THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 
8:30 am 

 
Pilar Cruz 

FRIDAY, 16 OCTOBER 
8:30 am 

 
Sister Jean Ruppel 

SATURDAY, 17 OCTOBER 
                                                5:30 pm 

 
Andres D. Bacal 

SUNDAY, 18 OCTOBER 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

 
11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Samantha Marie Close 
 
Karen Elizabeth  Bruno 

MINISTRY 
SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER          
17-18, 2026 

 

Mass Lector Eucharistic 
 

5:30 pm 
 

Andrew 
Novoa 

Coleen Barry 
Eileen Reilly( c) 
 

7:30 am Patricia 
Saway 

Mary Ellen 
Chandler 

9:30 am 
Adult Choir 

Kathy 
 Petrillo 

Annette 
Chiaramonte 
Myrna Regino    
( c) 

11:30 am 
 

Jeryl 
Nalupta 

Wendy Sheyka 

Prayers  needed                                                                                         

James Christiano, Frances Diaby, Mary McGuiness, 
Pete Markovic, Antonio Matias, Marc Reyes,    

Andrea Santucci, Gregory  Vistica. 

If you wish to have a friend or loved one prayed for, 
please call the Rectory on 973-325-0110 

Bread & Wine for the week of Oct. 11th:  Offering 
from Ann Pflug in Memory of ROSARIO CHIOVARO. 
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PARISH GIVING                                                                    
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 2026         

       GOAL:                                                                     $6,800 
       COLLECTION*: 9/26/26 -9/27/26: *       $3,976 
       Deficit                                                                    $ 2,824 
       Repairs & Maintenance Collection       $ 807 
    *Includes Online Giving Weekly Average Deposits 

REPORT FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT 
CONFIDENTIALLY 

If you suspect financial misconduct, use Ethics 
Point, an independent and confidential reporting 
tool that helps the Archdiocesan community 
address issues while promoting positive parish, 
school and workplace environments. Visit 
www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.  

 

 

 

 Visit www.lourdeswestorange.org 

and click Give Online. 
 Select the collection or event of 

your choice. 
 Set up your donation or 

payment. That’s it! 

SUPPORT  OUR LADY OF LOURDES TODAY 

877-316-8260 #2 

(Pastor’s Column Continued from Page 2)       

Sloth – Sneaky but Deadly 

The Catholic tradition speaks of “Seven Deadly Sins.” 
One of the sneakiest and deadliest is often overlooked, 
which is exactly why it is sneaky and deadly. It is called 
“sloth” or spiritual laziness. 

The symptoms? The sloth perceives the kingdom of God 
to be boring and so can find no energy to pursue it. 
Everything else–work, kids’ soccer games, Super Bowl 
parties, shopping – takes precedence so that the sloth 
never gets around to seeking God. 

A wise monk once told me that the greatest sin of our 
sex-saturated, hyperactive culture was not lust but 
ironically that spiritual laziness called sloth.                       
I think he was on to something. 

This post focuses on the parable of the king’s wedding feast, how 
sloth prompts the refusal of the invited guests to accept the 
invitation and come to the banquet.  It is a reflection upon the 
readings for the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, liturgical cycle 
A -Isaiah 25:6-10 (the web woven over all peoples), Psalm 23, 
Philippians 4:12-20;  and Matthew 22:1-14 (the parable of the 
king who issued invitations to his son’s wedding feast). 

(Source:  
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/
wedding-feast/)                                                                    
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. Saint Bernadette, 
pray for us. 

Father Jim Ferry 

                     

It’s Safe, Simple & Convenient 
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VISION WORLD

Prescriptions 
Filled 973-736-0553

We have moved our store to

Roseland Eye Care
178 Eagle Rock Avenue

Roseland, NJ 07068★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
•  Personal Injury
•  Workers’ Compensation
•  Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey

As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

Offering quality
service for over  

55 years.

Best Electrician
11-Time Winner 

(Lic#16744)Free Estimates
973-325-3626

www.OharaElectric.com

973-325-1212 
	 Darren T. Dangler	 www.danglerfuneralhome.com	 Kip M. Dangler
	 Manager - N.J. Lic. No. 4004	 ~ Spacious Parking ~	 Director - N.J. Lic. No. 3992

Family
Owned

Family
Operated

Serving All Faiths
Professional, Personal Service

Pre-Arrangements, 
Traditional Services & Cremations

Dangler Funeral Home of West Orange

Essex Green
The Complete Service Center 
For Foreign & Domestic Cars

151D (CK) • Our Lady of Lourdes Church • West Orange, NJ       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836  

(973) 325-9808

3 4 0  M A I N  S T R E E T  ·  W E S T  O R A N G E ,  N J  0 7 0 5 2

402 PROSPECT AVE., W. ORANGE

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

In the United States, 
one in nine people
face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Flexible Schedule • Meaningful Parish Involvement
Earn extra cash for  College Tuition,  

Special Vacation, Christmas Club or Holiday Expenses

For more information, email sue@bonventure.net

If you’re outgoing, dependable and comfortable talking  
with local business owners, this could be a great fit!

This is a commission-based opportunity to work with  
local businesses who want to reach our parish families.  
The bulletin serves as a trusted community directory —  
making it a valuable place for businesses to advertise.

TURN  COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS  

INTO EXTRA INCOME!
We are seeking a Part-Time  

Advertising Sales Representative  
for this church bulletin.

ROOFING
MASONRY • GUTTERS • DECK REPAIR

&

Serving All of New Jersey

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS


